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Use of Mexican Nationals by Small Farmers 


Last Friday and Saturday I was the guest of Mark and Mary Kamiya on 
their almond ranch near Delhi. Mark is chakrman of the Board of the 
Cortez Co-Op, which has about 50 members with acreage running from 
20 to about 600. The average size farm is lO acres. 


Mark does not like the social effects of using Mexican contract labor, 
but the Co-Op has found that it is the most satisfactory method of 
meeting the scasonal needs. He showed me the housing which has been 
built for the workers. It is of concrete im block on a foundation, 
with plenty of windows and an adequate kitchen. There are showers 
and laundry tubs in a separate building. Mark says that they keep 
them steadily employed from August through October. 


The local sources of labor supply are a relatively small number of 
families in the area. The growers! experience with these people has 
not been too good in the way of dependability. Moreover, the people 
who are actually resident near Delhi for the most part are obtaining 
fairly steady work. The growers have no confidence in the Farm Labor 
Placement service and apparently the farm workers don't either. 


Mark believes that the growers could pay higher wages, and that 

wages would indeed be considerably higher if it were not for the 
"captive labor". He and Mary are especially concerned about the 
importation of Japanese workers, but neither knows how to get started 
on a practical basis with resident farm workers. 


This is probably an old story to yous. I asked Mark if he believes 

the critical question from the grower's point of view is assurance 

of a full crew of competent workers as long as needed. In his opinion 
this is indeed a more important question than wages. I do not know 
how practical it is for a person working as a farm laboreré to 
contract his service over a period of time such as between August 

and October. He might miss out on a better opportunity =mex some- 
where else. 


